
Other Amusements and At tracti ons. 

'~he ..dar Annex-
Jus t we s t of the i ce cream parl our was t he public Ba r,whi ch 

was a busy pl a c e on a hot picnic day , and her e was n~ise and confus i on very 
mucn t he same as places of like kind are in the present day . 

~BE FKASErt rl0VSE GrlOVNuS-

~here was quite a l ong clri ve way be t ween t i.1e picnic grounds and t he Fr aser 
rlouse as an accompanying pic~ure wi l l snow. 2 ictur es are a l so i ncluded t o 
snov~ 1..ne mann er in whic.Cl the gr ounds v. ere l andscapecl . 

1~ ear t he edge of t he cliff wa s a, swnmer h ouse f~r use of t he guest·s , 
wner e t hey mi ghii si 'l.. ana. en j oy t he grand vi ew ' of L. Eri e in storm or s un­
shine . 

' Lovers ' .1ane ' Jlugg ed tile edge of the cl iff going t oward Erie Rest, 
and we nave a picture of bot h t he east and west entrance . 

ln t he centre of t he l awn wa~ a f l ag pole and a f ou.ntai n , and t here 
was l awm croquet f or pl esure of t ile gues ts . 

~ni s cl ippi ng is~~.~cl~e-up in 1877,by .A . F . ~utler, of St . ~homas . 

J THE FRASER HOUSE, \ 
~~..-----~~ ~--~~~~~~ Tho natural scenery around the Port is pleasant and p1cturesque, 

worthy indeed of the pencil of the artist or the pen of tho poet. 'l 'he 
Grounds on which the house is situated are on the west · bank of tho 
crook, elevated about 150 feet above the lake. and embrace an are1t of 
many acres shaded vtith fine scattered forest !rees, and stretching 
away to uorth and west. 1 - ~ -

T he house i tself is large and commodi~us, llUpplied with all tne 
luxuries and conveniences of a first class hotel, combined at the same 
time with the pleasures and retirements of a first class home. Its 

' elevation on the banks of J~nke Eric affords a magnificent view of 
this broad blue body of water, \Vhile the air around is always free, 
puro and exhilarating. 

T he beach below is smooth and sandy, and convenient stops load 
down to the shore, where two bathing houses, on(for ladies aud the 
other for gentlemen, are at , the service of the guests. A long tho 
bank of the lake there is a private walk half a mile in length, and in 
front of tho house is a beautiful lawn, furnished with etoquet nppar­
atus and other facilities.for amusement. M usia adds to the charms 
of the Ilouse and hops are not unfrequont. 

T he more p1~blio pleasure grounds, so much f1·equentod by picnic 
and excursion par ties, are a little to tho east of the H ouse, under tho 1 

Anme management, and supplied with many arrangements for healthy 
and amusing recreation. Many thousands of people avail thomselveB 
of these priv:legcs every season. 

Tho popularity of the Fmscr House has continually increased as 
its advantages and enjoyments have become known. I ts guc;;ts com-

• prise persons of moderate moans, as well as the wealthy, from the 
cities of Canada and the States. I t is a home for either quiet or 
active life, for those who ~eek rest from the bustle of business. and 
those who delight in jolly sport~:~ like fishing, boating, bathing, sl10ot· 
ing, swinging, driving, flirting, &o. 

,_- - - -------,......,..,.,..roF AOOESS. 

F irst class steamers make regular trips between the Port and 
Cleveland, Ohio, occupying about seven hours crossin"' the lake and t> , 

the Port Sttmley branch of the Great Western Railwav runs three 
daily trains each waJ:> connecting at St. Thomn~-~~_i~e ·miles nort11 

with the Air Line and Canndu Southern, or all point!\ east and west, 
and at the city of London, twenty-five miles nortl1 of fitanley, with 
trains on the Grand T runk, GrPat Western and other roads, affording 
every 'accommodation to travelers. A carriage from tho House free 
to guests attends the arrival and depar ture of all trains and steamers. 

~:ne Fraser House Passes i nto History-

Af ter - t he L&2. S. rt . d . became electrifi ed , t ile picnic crowd s we~e drawn 
to the Beach and from tha'l.. t i me t li.e ..:popu.lari ty of the Fraser House 
and grounds e bbed . The House was r un under di ff erent managements 
but in 1919 , i t was razea. anCl 'l..he .Por t S"\,anl ey Amusement co used ' th 
lum ber f or the construc~i on of co~iiages on cav~ll Blvd . • e 



VI~•iS of the l'IClHC G! OUNJ.JS/ 

~ono. ted by rs • • ;m. \.oola t t 

Steps to the ~each. 

by .Airs. Sel borne i ayl or 

I~ l 1:. 
~he ?hotograph Studio of 
Mr . Fred Loftus . 



' , 



the 

FlUSER HOUSE 

AN observaUon tower once 
adorned F1·ase1', or Invererie 

Heights, just east of where the In­
cline Railway to the Picnic Park 
now operates. This reproduction 
ot a pen-and-ink sketch made 
about 1885, shows the beach be­
low and toward the hal'bor. The 
observation tower was about 
eighty-five feet high, and !rom 
its top, it wall possible to obtain 
a comprehensive view over a 
wide section ot the lake and coun­
try behind Port Stanley. lt blew 

down In a gale. 



~he Observation Tower . 

~his tower was built for the pleasure of the picnicers and s~mer guests . It 
was 86• high and from its top,it was possible to see far out over the lake. 
~ne lower part formed a small theatre where Mr.valney put on i sword act. 
de was enclosed in a box while his wife drew a sword through the contents. 
2here was no hard feeling however,for Mr Valney always emergec as sound as 
dver. He also gave a good 'Punch and Judy Show.' 

The Incline .d.ailway . <t '\ 

~he Incline was built on tne same spot as it stands to-day. ~he engine fJr 
line o para ti on of the cars, was pulled U.P ( v.ha 1i now we might call JJale • s Hi 11) 
~o tne building on tne brow of tne hill.hlr . Chas . Stanton 's father used his 
team for the work. Tne old bell is still used to tnis day . 

~apt.Jno .~llison. 
(fatner of Mr .harry Ellison ) 

J'no.Ellison Jr. , came as a youth from Union and attended school here. When ae 
came to man's estate, ,he engagedl. ~ .... .fishing,wood-turning an§ bout building . He 
ouil t. tne incline ana. the observation tower tna;, stood on tne l 'raser Heig~ts . 
JJuring t.ne Fenian rtaid he was sargent under his father ,Major JLo.Ellison . 



~overs'Lane from \ne 
J>i cnic grounus . 

liot wa\er free to picnicers . 

A.~07ers ' Lane from 
t..rie n.es~. 



ANNI:i!.: :PI.A.LEY 
a Fre~~ent Visitor 

to Port Stanley. 

1reql:len t v isi to1·s at. t.:Ue Fraser liou.se in those days were the .il,u.lfords. .IVI.r. 
!'11lford was the brother of the first. .~¥irS , .lfraser and M.rs . Fulford was an 
actress of ability. •hey had one son,na.med ~hom.as after his Wlcle 'thomas 
Fraser. ~ommy ~ulford remained with his grandparents,and attended sahool 
here,whil~ his mother(Annie Pixley) and her manager,Mr.~ulford tou.red the 
u.s.A. 

When the ~early beloved boy was U years of age,death claimed him, 
and it is said 1.-is mother • s hearli was broken. 

II 
After t he death of Annie Pixley,this iliem appeared in the Press,-

~~r. Aobt.~ulford,tne well-~own threatrioal manager,yesterday,gaTe Mr.Jno. 
P&el,of London,an orde~ to erect for him in Woodland ~emetery,~ondon, a 
beautifu.l mau.soleum to commemorate the death of Mr.Fu.lford •s wife ~iss. 
Annie Pixley,the .noted acliress and there much -loved son. ~his monwment 
will cost abou.t 'lj)IO,OOQJ\ wiU :.·b~;;oft.h. .24ft.W . and ~OFt .long. 

At the &ntrance will be 'two life-sized lions, one on either side, 
•iTe granite pillars will su.pporli the Gothic arch in front,and entrance . 
will be made by two magnificant brass ga'tes. ~er 'the door will be a grou.p 
representing "Cnarit.y., and on two pedesals are-at 1ille right.,a life-sized 
figu.re represer. t.ing"~:ae .vrama" and on 'the left. side"Music". On the apex, 
will be a life-sized · figu.re representing "Victory". The cross-section 
opposite the doors will be a large stained-glass window with a spirit 
figure bearing a child,and at t he feet,reclines a full female figu.re.Under 
this are the ashes of the late ~rs.Eu.lford,gu.arded by two angelic figu.res, 
in an aocrostic-tiled. dado. ' 

Under the whole mausoleum is a catacomb. ~he side elevations are 
piereed with two stained-glass windows,one on each side,bearing the legend 
"Glory to God in 1ihe highest,and on earth,peace and good-will toward men", 
&nriched with heavy mouldings.The rear elevation is su~ou.nted with a 
cross." 

~his mau.solegm~was erected in Woo~land ~eme»ery. and the following 
members of the l!'raser and Fulford family buriea there are-

Tam Fr azer died May 21, 1884 - age 26 years; 

Emma Frazer wife of Wm. Fr azer, died June 10, 1898 - age 59 years; 

Harriett Fulford mother of Robert Fulford, died January, 1863 -

age 66 years; 

Robert Fulford born November 1842 died November 1912; 
., 

Annie Pixley Fulford died November 8, 1893 - age 38 years; 

Tom Rowland Fulford died July 3, 1886 - age 12 years . 

Alf'IM£ ~ Su. rr lrtE() ,b~ Ll o~J VA ~~-t s10 r{C: 

f'\ 1\1\ll\ ~ ~ ~ , \J co<i L.l\-~ t-.1 C ~ "\~ f ~ ~ ~ 1 lo f\1 d 0 A( 



Mr.rtobt.Fulford 
M rs . ""'n:una Fraser 



----
~.~.r . J.uar-cin Fraser was t .ne oro1.ner of !vLr . Wm •. traser . He was the dri ver 
of t.ae beauti fully matcnea. .aorses and carriage belonging t o t he 
.b'raser hou.se . ~ni s f i ne tu.rnou. t met ~11 trains and passenger boats 
for convenience of hotel g u.ests . 



THE UNION JACK 

~HA ~'&HAN rU\.ll.) of ISoo. 

tnis is a pnoto of t ne gun-ooaor­"~escQe", in s ezvice on L .~rie j 
an~ ~etroit rt . QQring ~ne time 
of the Fenian l~iu , in I866 • 

..t?ud'~ S'.CANLEY- to.kes a .Pa.rt in 
t.ue .iJ~F.!illO~ of 
OQr Frontier . 

M AJOR JOHN ELLISON, com-
mander ot the Port Stanley 

Naval Company during the Fen­
ian Raids of 1866. This unit was 
combined with sevrrnl Elgin com­
panies to form the 25th Regi-

ment on Sept. 14th, 1866. 

~.he Ameri can Civil War had stirred 
a:frash'fhe old i ll- feeling · . 
between the Uni ted States and Brit­
ain . ~ne l~orth accQsed her of con­
niv ing at privateers i n the SoQth­
ern inter ests . ~isbanded soldi ers 
~der Fenian a Qspices made raids 
into Oanada,caQsing her some un­
easiness and great expenee . The Gov. 
of the U. S.A. re:fQsed t o r enew t he 
rlec iproci ty ~reaty ,thinking to 
bankrQpt her and :force her i n to 
annexati on. This necessitated 
mili t ary defence and the f i ndi ng 
of new markets . 
no t e-

In some ways this was not 
BQcn a bad thi ng for our port , as 
snips were bQilt to carry grain 
direotly to British ports . (The North­
ern Navigation Boats.) 

Personnel of Naval Company 
The personnel ot the Port Stan­

ley Naval Company ot 1866 was as 
follow!:: 

Officers-Captain John Ellison 
On\er Major); Lieutenant John Batt 
(later Cap~ain); Ensign John Pt:ice. 

N. C. 0. s-Sergeant W. A. Lilly, 
Sergeant John Ellison Jr., Corporal 
Alexander Magill, Sergeant A. 
Tomlinson, Corporal Joseph Mit­
chell, Corporal C. A. Brown. 

Privates-John Mcintyre, William 
Gough, Emery Steel, Chal'lt'!s 
Hemphill. George Morgan, W. H. 
Lilly, John Magill. Aaron V ~htcn, 
William H. Gough .h'., Wilham Ma­
,~till, James McPhail. John Ja&gers, 
William Dadson, James Morgan, 
Robert Mitchell, Elijah Knight , 
Bl'njamin Hough. Samuel J. Poots, 
Henry Magill, James Waddle, Hen­
r.v Hough. James Gough, John 
Gouldie, James Whorrey, Thomas 
Brann. John Bradden, George 
Strau,~thn, James Graham, J. II£>mp­
hfll, John McKnight. Jnme11 Mar­
tin, James Edgecombe. William I 
Whiltuo, Samuel Kerr. WilliAm Pol­
lock. George Steel. Edward Bost­
wick, William Smith, Elias Will· 
son. 
Thl~ list was supplied by the Do­

minion Archives. but does not in· 
elude the large Home Guard. 



·'Port Stanley Naval Company 
to Canada.' s Defence in 1866 

Led by M·aj ;r John Ellison It Left for t he Border to Meet 
the Fenians; Older Men Formed. Home Guard 

With the band in the baggage horde ~for tho.se:- meiJ ~wno conlli4~ 11entry aac.er neCfhiiDuili'n!il-:-oD 
car ahead vigorously playing ~ed 2!._!. _pnvdeg:._ td wear th the 10uth shore of the ~~~'el~:--
" Three Cheers for the Red, White g~een tunics and caf'!y an Enfteld :~C::~!Zan~t d~ff:d ~~:nly and ha~ 
and Blue," the P,ort Stanley Naval ~~Y thal~e~ 1~~lf,eh~3rC:~~ several vessels ready to attack the 
Company under the command of the train steamed out to the bar-
Major John Ellison and Captain J. der as sufficient equipment failed north a.hore porta. As long as the 
Batt boarded the trail) for service to arrive to Qutftt all who de- menace lasted, the folks at Port 

' d d f 11 th 1 Stanley stood ready to meet them 
at the frontiers in 1866. Everyone ~!lao e to . 0 ow e co 0~5· with musket balls. 
in town turned out' to see the For a ,dnll she9- the· MaJor ~ad Those exciting days have almost 

. . pressed mto serv1ce a locomotive been t , tt Th it t' b troops oft on their JOUrney to hold b d h' h tood. the .Present or.o en. e II ua iOn ore 
back the Fenlatl raiders. The little ~ e t' w. tc f ~h T~:~r Oil Com- a cloaa and curious parallel to 
wood-buming• locomotive with its oca ~onto et k Drillin be Europe of the present day. But 
great polished brass headlight and pany s sfor~gre ian Vsl:llage lifeg and· , the Canadians showed no inclina· 
h. · 1 d , ' I . d 1 1 came a ea,u e n . • tlon to bow down before invaders. 

s tmng tan raJ s move s ow Y fathers and sons together JOined the I Re~im nt It d t dl h d forward. A shower of spatks puffed il't' e s recru e rom ~c.. aue 
from the gigantic smokestack. Above m l Ia. sol lers of the American ~lVII War 
the cheers and teal'!ul :farewells .When the Naval Company ~ent and armed with better nftes than 
the music roee in patriotic fervor. to .Samla many of . the f!lmllies the lads of Ontario and Quebec; 
and the train 11.urried northward were left rather destitute w1th the faced with an ultimatum resem­
up the valley. . menfolk absent. 0~ p~osperous bllng. the order tor annexation 'by 

Major Ellison, commander o.t the farmer ready .to do his btt, loaded force, confronted with a campaign 
company was a two-fisted leader h~s. wagon w1th all sorts of p;o- ftnanced with plenty of money ,and 
with a dynamic personality. From! VtSI,Ons and presented all those "ho invigorated ytlth propaganda; little 
sailors. farmers and tradesmen he des1red assistance with enough to C~nada of 66 m~t .. the challenge 
produced a ft((hting unit. When keep them for many days. w1th a citizen mth~1a who saved 
they learned they were destine The Home Guard ~e country by bemg ready to 
for land service instead of the dec f th ght. . 
of a cruising gunboat, they curs Meanwhile the older men o e Wh1le the Port Stanley Co~pany 
high heavens at the prospect 0 community organized a patrol of did not have. the .. opportumty . to 
marching. But on the day the the docks and beach fl:ont, and ~eet the Fe~u~ns .m open ~ontilct, 
bugles called Ior action there were many a sc~ooner captain found 1t had the distmction. of bemg one 
more volunteers than uniforms! himself lookmg down the buaineu of the four naval umts called out 
No surrenderin~t to the Fenian end of a muule-loader untll t!te in Upper _l!!l.d Lo":~r Canada. 

About l~UU , a presen~a\i on of meuals \ O the surv ivors of 
tne Feni an L~iu was maue i n ~hi s village . ~here i s one i n 
~ne possession of my family ,my fa~her , Andrew a epburn be­
l onged to the ~t . '.Cnomas ~avalry Troop . A grant of land 
was al so given ~ o eacn . { '~he grant was for l and. in .Nortllern 
untario . ) 

~he medal reaa.s ,-

-- ---A]' nand." is a meeial belonging 1..0. 

mrs . J.~ort.hMJoet ' s :t'u thcr \ ,Hu fuu.o.G 
I ni t3 nou1e hdr~,; f u.r .::.~Yul\ .... 1 yGars. • 
Vn onu Giu.u oi' t.Hv m~.-t • ,l i s th t1 
Aeau of ,ueen Victoria anQ t.ne 
i nscri pti on rea.us" Vi c t ori a de-

~· gina--~~ lLUpera ~ri~". \)n tne o~ner 
siu& is a uir~le of maple l eaves 
aou~~ \ne eQ~e . IB ~ue cen\re i s 
a univn J <.;....;A. f lyint, f.ruc. '-• ..> \ L.1.'f . 
A~ \ ne t.op is insurioeu ,"Ua.naa.a" 

~ ~ae bar nol4in~ ~ue .riooon rL~o.s , 
"Fenian J.W.io.""' ~tioo 11 • itJe t.uicA.­
ness of ~ne meual 0 ives room for 
the name ~u oe inscrioeu , 
" .DJ.JS~~ ~ . ~ . l.lu \ tria.g~ .h:en \ .~.tegt. " 

- -------- ,..------ ...... - ........ - -'---- ~ -- --
Major John Ellison-

Ma j or ~ ohn Elliaon wae the eldest son of ~no.Ellison of Soath 
wolt. He eoma1enoed bas in••• in Union in I 837,where he owned a aaw-mill,~riat-mill 
aeneral atore and at the same time carried on baainesa as a contractor. 

He moTed to Port Stanley i n 1854 and during his lifetime had 
do with the arowth and deTelop~ent of oar Tillage. He bailt numerous 
throughout Elain Co.aa well as the Fraser House and Epi•bpal Church. 

He had serTed as HeeTe of Southwold and when Rort became in­
eorporated i n l874, he became t he first ReeTe ot t his Ttllaae and that honour he 
aell tor ten yeara . l · 

much to 
britaea 

~uring ~ne Fenian raid he beoame commander of the Marine Co. 
and won tae ra.n.1t of li&J or. -----:-..... -..., 



Vl.&\.S of .POH~ S'..l'ANL~Y HARi30UR • 

.b, roru "t11e Ola. .Ori dge- sou1.11v.ard . 

sJn-1'.\Jw 's !;JAr Hous~:. West side of Harbour near the Bridge . 

Port Stanley, looking East. 



viB~iS of PJ! . S~ANL.li;i HA.R.aOVd 

f 
J~st below ol~ briQge · ----~--------~ 

~as~ side of narbour. 

-"'ruw lef~;-.Orown' s F1s1.L i!OUse- VlO. .Droom Fao tory 
an~ deg .~oor~ ' s :h'is.n nOt4se • 

.l!n.e girlS-i.IJ.en-Vel.ma BrovvnQ;viill.lla lv.lc.LJonalu. . 

J!.u.e derric.J:C- '..ehe Onaga.g-~.ue Finglo, b~ilo.ing­
.drown' s .l!'is.a .nouse. 



~aken from hill beJlinu t.ue s t a tion. 

Bndgc over Kettle Creek, Port Stanley. Ont., Canada 

tiote ..c?ier useu for 
"~-ta1..e of 

·h Port Stanley, Ont. 

~essewer is in SlipQoc~. 
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